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Hiroshi Hara* : New or noteworthy flowering plants 
from Eastern Himalaya (8)** 

ffi %*-. wmm fcjm (8)** 

38) Begonia flaviflora Hara, sp. nov. (§ Platycentrum) 

B. laciniata Roxb. var.? flava C.B. Clarke in FI. Brit. Ind. 2: 645 (1879), 

p.p. 

B. laciniata euta. loc. flava (Clarke) Irmscher in Mitt. Inst. Bot. Hamb. 
10 : 529, f. 4 & 5 (1939). 

Rhizoma crassum repens durum molliter brunneo-tomentosum; gemma 
intense rubra. Caulis florifer erectus 20-30 cm altus vulgo simplex 3-4-foliatus- 
primo molliter appresse brunneo-tomentosus. Folia oblique ovato-cordata apice 
longe acuminata basi oblique cordata vulgo 10-23 cm longa 7-18 cm lata 
breviter sinuato-lobata, lobis paucis subtriangularibus 1-3 cm longis longe 
acuminatis minute denticulatis; supra viridia rugosa pilosa, pilis brevi- 
bus conoideis albidis, nervis impressis pebescentibus; infra in parte centro 
f usco-purpurea, in nervis brunneo-tomentosa; petioli ad 20 cm longi primo 
molliter brunneo-tomentosi; stipulae lanceolatae. Pedunculi axillares ad 11 cm 
longi brunneo-tomentosi 3-6-floriferi ; pedicelli graciles rubescentes tomentosi. 
Bracteae oblongae 2-3 cm longae coccineae glabrae caducae. Flores lutei vel 
flavi. 5 te P a l a exteriora 2 ovata acutiuscula 1.5-2 cm longa extus ad basin 
parce pilosa; interiora 2 elliptica acutiuscula 1-1.5 cm longa. Stamina nume- 
rosa; antherae oblongae 1.2-2 mm longae, connectivo brevissimo apice dilatato 
truncato-rotundato. Ovaria triquetra parce pubescentia, ala unica dilatata 
apice denticulata. 

Darjeeling, in sylva Senchal, 2350-2400 m (Hara, Kurosawa & Ohashi, no. 
69218, Jul. 5, 1969, fl.—type in TI; Jul. 26, 1969). 

Sikkim. Tendong Peak, 2400m (Jul. 29, 1969, bud). 

Distr. E. Himalaya (Darjeeling, Sikkim). 

As already suggested by C.B. Clarke in 1879, the plants seem to belong 
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.to a species distinct from B. palmata D. Don ( B. laciniata Roxb.). They 
are attractive at the habitat by cream-yellow or deep yellow flowers and 
.deep red caducous bracts. The species is separated from B. palmata not 
.only by the colour of the flowers but also by the mode of pubescence on 
leaves, pedicels, outer tepals, and ovaries. In having yellow flowers, it re¬ 
sembles B. xanthina Hooker, but differs from the latter in the pubescence 
lacking long spreading setaceous hairs on petioles and peduncles, tall erect 
stems, acutish tepals, and blunt connectives. 


39) Pyrola decorata H. Andres in Not. Bot. Gard. Edinb. 8: 7, t. 3 (1913) ; 
in Oester. Bot. Zeits. 64: 252 (1914) ; in Hand.-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7: 765 
(1936)—Knsa in Engl., Bot. Jahrb. 89 : 76 (1969). 

P. Handeliana H. Andres in Hand.-Mazzetti, l.c. 763, t. 14, f. 1 (1936). 

Bhutan. Dochu La, 2600-3000 m (Apr. 9, 1967) ; Samtenang—Tsarza La, 
2100-2800 m (Apr. 11, 1967, old fr. in TI). 

Manipur. Ukhrul, 5500 ft. (King.-Ward, no. 17047, Mar. 6, 1948, old fr. 
in AA). 

Distr. Bhutan, Manipur, SE. Tibet and W. China. 

Our Bhutanese plants have ovate or elliptic thick leaves which are longer 
than broad, 2-4.5 cm long, 12-27 mm wide, obtuse at the apex, generally 
broadly cuneate at the base, dark green with whitish veins above, and often 
dark reddish beneath. The pedicels are short and 3 mm long; the calyx- 
lobes are short, about 3 mm long and obtuse at the apex ; and the styles 5 mm 
long with a distinct stigma-disk. These specimens, although imperfect only 
with old capsules, are referrable to P. decorata of West China. The fruiting 
specimen from Manipur cited above agrees well with the Bhutanese one. 

In West China, P. decorata seems to vary considerably in the size and 
colour of flowers, and in the length of petioles, pedicels, sepals, anthers and 
styles. The isotype specimen (Handel-Mazzetti no. 3498) of P. Handeliana 
from NW. Yunnan in the Harvard University Herbaria has short pedicels 
2-4 mm long, obtuish sepals 3-3.5 mm long, anthers 2.5 mm long with a larger 
pore, and styles about 5 mm long, and is identical with P. decorata. But, 
according to the original description of P. Handeliana, its sepals are 5-7.5 
mm long, its anthers 3-4 mm long, and its style 8-9 mm long. 

In my opinion, P. decorata is very closely allied to P. japonica Klenze, 
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and they form one natui'al group together with P. sumatrana H. Andres and 
P. albo-reticulata Hayata. Another group which is also extending to the 
Himalayas includes P. rotundifolia L., P. calliantha H. Andres, P. Andresii 
Krisa, P. sikkimensis Kfisa, and P. incarnata Fischer and its allies. 

I owe many thanks to the curator of the Harvard University Herbaria 
for his kindness in giving me facilities for my studies in 1969. In the course- 
of examining the Asiatic specimens of the genus, I found the following 
noteworthy specimen. 

Pyrola minor L., Sp. PI. ed. 1. 396 (1753)—Hara, Enum. Spermat. Jap. 

1 : 5 (1949) ; in Journ. Fac. Sci. Univ. Tokyo Bot. 6: 348 (1956)—FI. URSS: 
18 : 13 (1952)—Hulten, FI. Alaska 713, map (1968). 

China. Yunnan: Upper Kiukiang Valley (Chulung) Tsugum, 3900 m (T.T.. 
Yu, no. 19885, Aug. 11, 1938, fl. white, flushed with pink outside in AA). 

Distr. Europe, Caucasus, E.C. Asia, Siberia, N. Mongolia, Yunnan, N.. 
Kuriles, North America, and Greenland. 

The flowers are campanulate and about 7 mm across, the calyx-lobes are; 
triangular and 1.5-1.8 mm long, the anthers 1.2 mm long with a large pore,, 
and the styles 2 mm long with recurved stigmas. 

This species wide-spread in the northern hemisphere has not hitherto- 
been recorded from China. The locality above cited is far isolated from its- 
nearest known stations in noi'thern Mongolia and Tienshan. 

40) Rhododendron Nishiokae Hara, sp. nov. 

Frutex? Ramuli juniores glaberrimi glaucescentes. Gemmae ovatae;-. 
squamae rotundatae latissimae ciliolatae dorso paullo glandulosae. Folia, 
elliptica vel oblonga 4-12 cm longa 2-4.6 cm lata, apice rotundata minute- 
apiculata, basi subcordata, utrinque glabra, supra opaca minutissime rugu- 
losa, subtus laevia in sicco brunnescentia minutissime reticulato-venosa,. 
costa media valde prominens; petioli brevissimi 2-5 mm longi glabri. Inflo-- 
rescentia compacta 6-15-florifer glabra; bracteolae lineari-lanceolatae pubes- 
centes, mox deciduae. Pedicelli glabri, in fructu 10-12 mm longi. Calyces 
parvi pateriformes 3-4 mm in diametro glabri, obscure lobati. Corollae- 
tubuloso-campanulatae 2.5 mm longae sanguineae; lobi 5 rotundati. Stamina. 
ca. 8, ca. 2 cm longa; filamenta glabra. Ovarium glabrum ; stylus glaber. 
Capsulae cylindricae leviter curvatae 20-25 mm longae 6-7 mm crassae 6-8- 
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Fig. 1. Rhododendron 
Nishiokae Hara. A 
leaf. X3/4. 


loculares. Semina lanceolata 2 mm longa apice bar- 
bellata. 

Bhutan. Near Puwu La, 3300 m (K. Nishioka, 
May 2, 1966, fl.—type in TI) ; Puwu La—Tsaluna, 
3300 m (Nishioka, May 3, 1966) ; below Rudo La (Ni¬ 
shioka, Oct. 21, 1965, fr.). 

In appearance, the plant resembles R. Hookeri 
Nuttall, but has opaque leaves which are quite 
glabrous on both surfaces, very short petioles, smaller 
calyces, and more slender capsules. This species 
seems to be allied to R. fulgens Hooker f., but is 
easily distinguished from the latter by quite gla¬ 
brous leaves with a very short petiole. In the shape 
of leaves, it is similar to R. platypodum Diels of 
Szechuan. 

I have named this species after Mr. Keiji Nishi¬ 
oka who is staying in Bhutan since 1964 as the 
Colombo Plan Expert in agriculture. 


-41) Gongronema ventricosum Hooker f. in Fl. Brit. Ind. 4: 34 (1883) — 
Kanjilal et al., Fl. Assam 3: 293 (1939). 


var. bhutanicum Hara, var. nov. 

Folia oblonga apice longe acuminata basi 
xotundata vel subtruncata, petiolis 8-25 mm 
longis. Pedunculi 5-20(25) mm longi, umbel- 
.iatim 3-9-floriferi, pedicelli graciles 4-7(10) 
mm longi. Flores lutescenti-virides extus 
-fusco-purpurascentes; tubi urceolati 5 mm 
longi utrinque glabri; lobi lanceolati carnosi 
■4 mm longi. Coronae lobi triangulares 1mm 
ilongi carnosi margine recurvati. 

Bhutan. Bhotokha—Rinchu, 1500 m (Kanai, 
iMurata, Ohashi, Tanaka & Yamazaki, May 8, 
1967, fl.—type in TI). 

This interesting asclepiadaceous plant 



Fig. 2. Gongronema ventricosum 
Hook. f. var. bhutanicum 
Hara. 


a. A flower. X2.2. b. Pollinia 
and caudicles. xca. 38. c. A 
gynostegiura. x6. 
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from Bhutan is here treated as a variety of Gongronema ventricosum described 
from Khasia. It differs from the mother species by longer petioles, longer 
peduncles, longer slender pedicels, and slightly larger corollae. 

G. ventricosum seems to be a very rare plant, and is represented only 
by the type specimen which is now preserved at Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew. Some fragments of our specimens were kindly compared with the 
type by the staffs of Kew who kindly sent me the photograph of the type 
■and informed me that our plant agrees well with the type in the texture, 
■colour and nervation of leaves. I wish to express my sincere thanks to the 
-director and staffs of Kew for their kind help. 

* * * * 
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